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SUPREME COURT NOMINATION HEARING | COVERAGE 8-9A 


A tearful ‘he said, she said’ 


Blasey vows she's ‘100 percent’ sure it 
was nominee who attacked her in ‘82 


Angry Kavanaugh asserts innocence, 
says falsehoods ‘destroyed’ his family 


Win McNamee/Pool 


“Brett’s assault on me drastically altered my life. Fora very long time, | was too afraid 
and ashamed to tell anyone these details.” 


Gabriella Demczuk/Pool 


Christine Blasey Ford 


Gabriella Demczuk/Pool 


Saul Loeb/Pool 


“This confirmation process has become a national disgrace. The Constitution gives the Senate an important 


role in the confirmation process, but you have replaced ‘advice and consent’ with ‘search and destroy.’ ’ 


Brett Kavanaugh 


, 


Clashing testimony 
had nation riveted 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh and his accuser faced off 
Thursday in an extraordinary, emo- 
tional day of testimony that rico- 
cheted from a woman’s tremulous ac- 
count of sexual assault to a man’s an- 
gry, outraged denial, all of which 
played out for hours before a riveted 
nation and a riven Senate. 

The two very different versions of 
the truth, unfolding in the heated at- 


mosphere of gen- 

EDITORIAL: der divide, 

3 i #MeToo and the 
Give FBI : 

ume han Trump presiden- 

decide. 104 cy, could not be 


reconciled. The 

testimony skit- 
tered from cringeworthy sexual de- 
tails to accusations and denials of 
drunken debauchery to one juvenile 
exchange over flatulence. 

Washington has not seen any- 
thing like it in a generation. For peo- 
ple not used to watching government 
in action, it was a spectacle of tan- 
trums, tears, preening and political 
ambition — what Sen. Ted Cruz, R- 
Texas, called “sadly one of the most 
shameful chapters in the history of 
the United States Senate.” 

Senators must ultimately take 
sides — and their decisions in the 
coming days will determine the ideo- 
logical balance of the Supreme Court 
for decades. 


See CLASHING Page 8A 


WHAT’S NEXT 
Committee vote today 


The Senate Judiciary Committee 
will vote on the confirmation Friday. 
Longtime committee member Orrin 
Hatch of Utah predicted Brett 
Kavanaugh would be confirmed ona 
party-line vote. 

Republicans’ margin in the full 
Senate is slim. If all Democrats 
oppose the nomination, just two “no” 
GOP votes would sink Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation. Multiple Republican 
senators haven't said which way they 
will vote, including two women with 
reputations as moderates who have 
been willing to buck their party: 
Susan Collins of Maine and Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska. 
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METRO & STATE 
Mistrial declared 


A Dallas County judge 
declared a mistrial in the 


- case of a former Mesquite 


police officer. 1B 


ELECTIONS 18 | GOVERNOR 


Trailing Abbott, Valdez 
gets shot at exposure 


By GROMER JEFFERS JR. 
Political Writer 
gjeffers@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — Its under- 
standable if some Texans no- 
tice theres a debate Friday 


i INSIDE night between Republican 
“Lottery 2A Classified 5-7D Gov. Greg Abbott and his 
- aa = Jumbe o Democratic opponent Lupe 
. Word 57A GUIDE ú a” 

Editorials 10A Dear Abby, Hax, Valdez and ask, “Why bother? 
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Every credible poll shows 
Abbott with a double-digit 
lead over Valdez. He also en- 
joys a fundraising advantage of 
more than $50 million, and 
few people are paying atten- 
tion to what is usually Texas’ 
marquee election contest. 

But American democracy 


How to watch 

The debate will air live on 
KXAS-TV (NBC5) from 7 to8 
p.m. today. It will be held at the 
LBJ Presidential Library onthe 
campus of the University of 
Texas at Austin. 


can be like a sports event. You 
play the game because any- 
thing can happen, right? 

“This is in many ways like 
the Alabama football team 
playing Baylor,’ said Rice polit- 
ical scientist Mark Jones. “It’s 
not a question of who's going to 
win, but how badly will Valdez 


See VALDEZ Page 12A 


Countdown 
to Election Day 


OCT. 9 is the deadline to 
register to vote in the 
Nov. 6 election. 


EARLY VOTING begins 
Oct. 22. 


CHECK OUT our voter 
guide: Read the 
candidates’ views on 
issues, in their own 
words at dallasnews. 
com/voterguide. 


FIND OUT who our 
editorial board 
recommends at 
dallasnews.com/opinion. 


TAKE A LOOK at 18 races 
to watch. interactives. 
dallasnews.com 


ELECTIONS 718 | U.S. SENATE 


Honor student was 
not actually deported 


She sets the record The congressman had em- 
: , bellished what he’d been told 
straight after O'Rourke on a visit to Booker 14 months 


embellishes her plight 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 
Washington Bureau Chief 
tgillman@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — It was 
a powerful anecdote. At the 
first Senate debate, Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke illustrated the 
plight of “Dreamers” by talk- 
ing about the salutatorian at 
tiny Booker High School in 
the Texas Panhandle, recently 
deported to his country of ori- 
gin, not even speaking the 
language. 


ago. And even that version, it 
turns out, got key facts wrong. 

The honor student in ques- 
tion was actually the valedic- 
torian. 

She spoke the language. 

It happened a decade ago, 
not recently. 

And most importantly, said 
Yamile Guerrero Rosales, “I 
wasn't deported, but I had to 
figure life out on my own for 
six months with a baby,” stuck 
in Juárez, Mexico, until her 


See PLIGHT Page 6A 


